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December 7, 2015 

Mr. Jay Schenirer, Chair, Board of Directors 
Mr. Michael Wiley, General Manager 
Sacramento Regional Transit District 
1400 29th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

Re: Conduct of G4S and subsidiaries in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel  

Dear Mr. Schenirer and Mr. Wiley, 

I write on behalf of Defense for Children International – Palestine (DCIP)1 to urge Sacramento 
Regional Transit to end its relationship with G4S, an international security solutions group, due to 
the company’s clear role in aiding and abetting violations of international law by Israeli forces in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

G4S aids and abets grave human rights violations carried out by Israeli authorities, military, and 
police, including the automatic and systematic trial of Palestinian children in military courts that 
lack fundamental fair trial guarantees and the unlawful transfer of Palestinian child detainees to 
prisons inside Israel.  

G4S has an on-going contract with the Israel Prison Service to provide and maintain security 
systems at Israeli prisons that currently hold around 6,000 Palestinian prisoners, including 
children.2 By maintaining security systems at prisons inside Israel, G4S aids and abets Israel’s 
continuing violations of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the transfer 
of prisoners from occupied territory into the territory of an occupying power. 

At the end of October, a total of 307 Palestinian children were imprisoned in the Israeli military 
detention system, an increase of 79.5 percent from September.3 This is the largest number of 
Palestinian child detainees in Israeli military detention since April 2010.4 Over 59 percent were 
held in prisons inside Israel in violation of international law.5 

                                                             
1 Defense for Children International - Palestine (DCIP) is an independent, local Palestinian child rights organization 
dedicated to defending and promoting the rights of children living in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and 
2 Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association, Addameer Monthly Detention Report, Apr. 1, 2015, 
http://www.addameer.org/etemplate.php?id=765. 
3 DCIP, Number of Palestinian Children (12-17) in Israeli Military Detention, http://www.dci-
palestine.org/children_in_israeli_detention (last accessed Dec. 4, 2015). 
4 Id. 
5 DCIP, Detention Bulletin – October 2015, http://www.dci-palestine.org/detention_bulletin_october_2015 
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A legal study conducted by the Diakonia International Humanitarian Law Resource Center found 
that G4S has “failed to demonstrate a genuine commitment to comply with international law in 
good faith” and outlined various ways in which G4S is not in compliance with the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights.6 

A 2012 report by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967 criticized G4S for its complicity with Israeli violations of 
international law.7 

Background on ill treatment and torture of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention 

Since 1967, Israeli authorities have operated two separate legal systems in the same occupied 
territory. The sole factor in determining which laws apply to a person is his or her nationality and 
ethnicity. Israeli military law, which fails to ensure and denies basic and fundamental rights, is 
applied to the whole Palestinian population. Israeli settlers living in the West Bank are subject to 
the Israeli civilian and criminal legal system. The Israeli military court system denies basic 
human rights and is notorious for the widespread, systematic, and institutionalized ill treatment 
and torture of Palestinian children.8 No Israeli child comes into contact with the military court 
system. 

Each year, around 700 Palestinian children living in the occupied West Bank are arrested by 
Israeli forces and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. The majority of Palestinian child 
detainees are charged with throwing stones, and three out of four experience physical violence 
during arrest, transfer or interrogation.9 

Children report that Israeli interrogators use position abuse, threats, and solitary confinement to 
coerce confessions, and in the overwhelming majority of cases, Israeli authorities deprive 
children of legal counsel and improperly informed them of their rights during interrogation, 
according to DCIP documentation.  

Israeli military detention exposes Palestinian children to physical and psychological violence and 
prevents them from enjoying their rights as enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child by interrupting education, contributing to mental health issues, and placing 
large numbers of families under stress. 

                                                             
6 Diakonia International Humanitarian Law Resource Centre, Securing Injustice: Legal Analysis of G4S Israel 
Operations in Occupied Palestinian Territory (2013), https://www.diakonia.se/globalassets/documents/ihl/ihl-
resources-center/g4s-report.pdf. 
7 United Nations Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Boycott businesses that profit from Israeli 
settlements”—UN Special Rapporteur, Oct. 25, 2012, 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12700&LangID=E#sthash.JPBKDM8B.dp
uf. 
8 See United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding observations on the second to fourth periodic 
reports of Israel, U.N. Doc. CRC/C/ISR/CO/2-4 (Jul. 4, 2013), 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-ISR-CO-2-4.pdf; UK Lawyers Delegation, CHILDREN IN 
MILITARY CUSTODY (2012), http://bit.ly/ChildreninMilitaryCustody; and UNICEF, CHILDREN IN ISRAELI MILITARY 
DETENTION (2013), 
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendati
ons_-_6_March_2013.pdf. 
9 DCIP, Palestinian children in Israeli military custody face physical violence, Jan. 30, 2014, http://www.dci-
palestine.org/palestinian_children_in_israeli_military_custody_face_physical_violence. 



3 

International juvenile justice standards, which Israel has obliged itself to implement by signing 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, demand that children should only be deprived 
of their liberty as a measure of last resort and include universal prohibitions against physical 
violence and torture, among other protections. Despite these obligations, Israeli authorities 
persistently disregard and fail to comply with international law. 

I urge Sacramento Regional Transit to end its relationship with G4S due to the company’s clear 
role in aiding and abetting international law violations by Israeli authorities, military, and police 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

Sincerely, 

 

Brad Parker 
Attorney and International Advocacy Officer 
Defense for Children International - Palestine 


