
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY 

Resolutions Committee 

2/11/2016 

RESOLUTION 2016.02 

A RESOLUTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY 

Relating to Sacramento Regional Transit’s Contract with G4S Security 

 

WHEREAS, The contract that Sacramento Regional Transit (RT) has with G4S Security (G4S) for light 

rail security can be terminated or renewed effective June 30, 2016; and, 

WHEREAS, G4S, the world’s largest private security company, is increasingly recognized as a serial 

human rights abuser in many nations; is a large player in the U.S. private prison industry, is accused of 

gross misconduct (including substandard housing conditions and torture) toward incarcerated children 

in Florida according to a recent grand jury report
1234

, has engaged in the fraudulent overcharging of 

clients by millions of dollars,
56

 and is being sued in the United Kingdom for violations of workers’ 

rights in South Africa;
7
 and 

WHEREAS, Numerous public agencies and private companies have, in response, terminated their 

contracts with G4S, notably and most recently the county of Durham, NC; while a long list of socially 

responsible investors, including the United Methodist Church, United Church of Christ, the Gates 

Foundation, the University of California, and others, have divested from G4S, and; 

WHEREAS, When the Democratic Party is acting in harmony with our most fundamental values, it 

consistently affirms the rights of prisoners to be treated humanely, the rights of workers to be protected 

by due diligence and best practices by employers, and utterly repudiates any system, policy, or entity 

that leads to the abuse of children – including incarcerated children; 

THEREFORE, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE RESOLVES: 

SECTION 1.    Therefore be it resolved, that the Democratic Party of Sacramento County, joining 

several of its chartered clubs (Green Democrats, American River Democrats, Brownie Mary 

Democratic Club, Wellstone Progressive Democrats, and JFK Democratic Club), and with the 

Sacramento Central Labor Council, urges Sacramento RT to terminate its contract with G4S and 



instead, either allow other companies to bid for the contract, or hire internally to fulfill the functions 

currently provided by G4S. 

SECTION 2.    That the DPSC calls upon RT to avoid punishing workers in Sacramento for G4S’s 

appalling practices elsewhere by giving current qualified employees of G4S priority for hiring either as 

internal hires or as a feature of a contract with a new company, and to ensure that those workers receive 

a living wage and benefits like those accorded to RT’s unionized employees. 

SECTION 3.    That the DPSC admonishes RT and other public agencies to develop policies to 

mandate that decisions concerning contracting services or investing pension and other funds take into 

account not only short-term financial expediency, but also longer term risk, including the risks that are 

implied by failures in companies’ ethical, environmental, and labor practices and their compliance with 

international human rights norms. 

RESOLVED BY THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 

ASSEMBLED IN SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 
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