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January 10, 2016 

Sacramento Regional Transit Board of Directors 

P.O. Box 2110 

Sacramento, CA 95812-2110 

 

Subject:  Opposition to SRT Continued Contracting with Human Rights Violator G4S  

Dear Sacramento Regional Transit Board of Directors: 

The human rights violation record of international security firm G4S demonstrates that it 

should not receive public support from Sacramento Regional Transit (SRT) through a renewed 

contract unless G4S shows they have changed their corporate behavior.  The Florin Japanese 

American Citizens League (Florin JACL) calls on SRT to let this contract lapse and to try to find 

a more socially responsible contractor.    

 

The extensive report “The G4S Record: Human Rights Violations, Corruption and 
Management Failures” (September, 2015) by the Jewish Voice for Peace documents serious 
human rights failings.  It cites how G4S provides major security services and equipment at 
Israeli government prisons, military courts, and check points within the occupied 
territories and Israel.  G4S also provides security services to illegal Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied West Bank.  The United Nations, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, 
and many others have reported widespread human rights abuses in these operations.    
 
Shouldn’t Americans, including our government, be encouraging corporate responsibility 
and discouraging misdeeds?  Isn’t that what Americans learned through supporting 
corporate divestment in South Africa’s apartheid system in the 1980s?  We hope so. 
 
The University of California just acknowledged a similar concern last December when they 
divested $25 million in stocks from three private prison firms including G4S.  The Black 
Student Unions at all nine U.C. campuses had recently called for this divestment.   
 
The Florin Japanese American Citizens League (Florin JACL) is vitally concerned about 

protecting people’s civil and human rights. The Japanese American community learned through 

its WWII detention in America’s concentration camps how fleeting human rights can be when 

others don’t speak up.  Most Americans shut their eyes when our own government imprisoned 
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120,000 innocent people, causing the massive loss of people’s freedoms, homes, businesses, 
farms, possessions, education, and communities. 
   

The Florin JACL gladly joins with other local organizations and individuals against the G4S 

contract including the Sacramento Regional Coalition for Palestinian Rights; Jewish Voice for 

Peace; Physicians for Social Responsibility; American Friends Service Committee; numerous 

committees of the Presbyterian Church (USA), United Methodist Church, Catholic Church, 

Unitarian Universalists; plus many individual clergy.  

 

We look forward to your response to our request to drop the contract with G4S.  We will share it 

with our members. .  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andy Noguchi 
Florin JACL Co-President 
 
 
Joshua Kaizuka, esq 
Civil Rights Co-Chair 
 
 
Fumie Shimada 
Civil Rights Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 

The Florin Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is a grass roots community 
organization founded in 1935 in the former Florin farming community of south 
Sacramento.  It is a chapter of the national JACL, the oldest and largest Asian Pacific 
American civil rights organization in the country. The Florin JACL has forged successful 
partnerships, reaching thousands of people each year, about the Japanese American 
experience and its important constitutional issues for all Americans today.  Its mission is: 
”Promoting civil rights, social justice, and cultural heritage for all Americans through 
community education, alliances and leadership”  

 


